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Good morning families, 

The purpose of this communication is to update you regarding the requirement to wear 
masks in schools.  There has been a great deal of comments floating around this 
weekend regarding masks in schools.  Unfortunately, much of the information was 
inaccurate.  While some districts have communicated much sooner to families, I chose 
to wait until this morning for two reasons.  First, I knew that we were remote on Monday, 
which allowed us a little more time to figure this out.  Second, I was afraid that guidance 
would change over the weekend, which it did.  

On Friday afternoon, we did receive a message from the New York State Department of 
Health.  Dr. Howard Zucker, New York State Commissioner of Health, sent a letter to 
the CDC outlining what he wanted to propose for New York State schools.  This was 
simply a letter to the CDC and not an order for schools to follow.   

On Sunday, the New York State Department of Education sent a directive to all 
superintendents, stating that the current mask mandate will stay in effect until further 
notice.  Please see a portion of the directive below: 

SED has been in communication with Executive staff regarding the attached letter from 
Dr. Howard Zucker, New York State Commissioner of Health. According to 
conversations with Executive staff, the intent of this letter was to obtain a response from 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding differing standards for summer camps 
and schools; it has not changed any existing arrangements. Therefore, schools should 
continue to operate under their existing procedures until further notice. No changes 
have been, or will be, made by the Executive until after Monday June 7 to afford the 
CDC an opportunity to respond to the letter. 

We are all frustrated by the inconsistent messages and ever-changing mandates from 
the State of New York.  However, at this point, we must abide by the current directive, 
which is to wear masks at all times inside the school building. 

I have been in touch with the Board of Education over the weekend and this morning.  
The District has decided to allow the following changes in mask requirements.   

• Masks will not be required on the playground, effective June 8, 2021.   
• Masks will not be required in outdoor PE classes, effective June 8, 2021 

Students and staff may choose to continue to wear a mask outside if they wish.  Please 
note that this change does not affect athletics at this time.  Athletics requires a 
consensus among all schools in a specific league or section.  I think we are all waiting 
for more clarity from the state before we change anything with athletics.   



In addition, this does not apply to large gatherings, such as graduation.  I am hopeful 
that we will have clearer guidance regarding graduation and other events prior to those 
occurring. 

I anticipate there will be updates in the near future.  As soon as I hear more information, 
I will be sure to communicate those to you via the website and through School Tool 
email.   

I thank you for your patience and your support!   

Ann Meccariello 

Superintendent 
Campbell-Savona Central School 
 


